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If you contemplate the Surahs in the Qur'an, like the stories of the 
Prophets and Messengers, you'll notice that they're repeated throughout the 
Qur'an, and there’s wisdom and lessons behind that. Look at the story of 
Yusuf (e>bull ae), it was mentioned once. It’s possible the wisdom could be that 
it involved the mistake of aq woman, and Islam wants to teach us a lesson 
from the overall story — that's why it was mentioned. And it was mentioned 
once to teach us a lesson to cover the faults of others. Some ‘Ulama’ like Az- 
Zarkashi, Al-Qarafi, Ibn Hajar Al-Haytami, Al-Alusit, Tagr Ad-Din Al-Maqrizi (if 
| remember correctly), and others, mentioned that it’s disliked for women to 
learn Surat Yusuf and that’s possibly why it was mentioned once. Some even 
allege that there’s an authentic Hadith that deters or dislikes for women to 
learn Surat Yusuf, because of their weakness and because of the story of the 
wife of the ‘Aziz, and that’s very wrong. We don't have Surahs, in this context, 
that are specific for men and specific for women — in this context. The 
narrations deterring or disliking for women to learn Surat Yusuf are fabricated 
or Munkar. Because we know ‘Umar and Uthman (a¢e 4! =») used to 
habitually read Surat Yusuf in the loud prayers like Salat Al-Fajr. So much, 
that there's narrations that some memorized Surat Yusuf from ‘Umar and 
Uthman (edie «il 25) reciting the SUrahs so much. And we have additional 
proof that there were women in the congregation. In fact, it’s countered by the 
fact that ‘A’ishah (lec 4) 2 5) as a young girl knew the story. During the time 
when she was accused (ie 4! 2), she was going through a very difficult 
time. She had a brief mental lapse and the name of Ya’qub, she said during 
that difficult time, “I'll reiterate what Abu Yusuf said”. She wanted to say, “I'll 
reiterate what Ya’qub said”, but in that difficult time she couldn’t remember 
the name. She said, “I'll reiterate what Abu Yusuf said, ‘patience is most 
fitting”. 


“ly thee Head} SB Spe Cats OY athe jubh 208 Cyis ct Ceatlls E16 Sie 285 AAT ig 
{Goal a fe busca 


“By Allah, 'l do not see a suitable example for me and you but the example of (I tried 
to remember Ya’qub's name but couldn't) Yusuf's father when he said; ‘So (for me) 
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patience is most fitting. And it is Allah (Alone) Whose help can be sought against 
that (lie) which you describe.’”” 


Point being is that ‘A’ishah (l4ic «il .4)) at that young age knew the 
story of Surat Yusuf, so that’s incorrect. Ibn Taymiyyah mentioned this, but 
from what | gathered from his quotes, is that he meant it in that some Fussaq 
would use the Surah to prey on women. It’s like saying “csicaall U5” (woe to 
those who pray) and stopping. That’s why he suggested, in a way suggested, 
to learn Surat An-Nur with Surat Yusuf, because it has the details of lowering 
the gaze and the punishment of Zina and other matters that pertain to this. 
One can say, mentioning the Surat Yusuf once might have been an additional 
challenge to the Kuffar. You couldn’t produce verses like the ones that were 
repeated over and over, no matter how many times they were repeated. And 
you can’t produce one like this one, that’s mentioned from beginning to end in 
one chapter, in one place, at one time. 


The ultimate lesson, | believe, in mentioning this story of Surat Yusuf 
once, yet the stories of some other Messengers and Prophets were repeated 
over and over, is because of Tawhid. The story of Yusuf centers around a 
family feud, with some Dunya hardships — prison, separated from loved ones, 
betrayal, being enslaved — we all have these hardships in our lives and we'll 
continue to have them. Every one of us has those. The lesson is to put your 
Tawakkul on Allah, have Sabr and Ihtisab, put it behind your back, and move 
on. Don’t dwell on it for the rest of your life. That’s why it was mentioned 
once. The summary: 
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He who has Taqwa, and is patient, then surely, Allah makes not the reward of the 
good doers to be lost.! 
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Have Sabr, Taqwa, and move on. Family feuds, quarrels, someone oppressed 
you — end it with the one-liner: 
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No reproach on you this day; may Allah forgive you? 
Let it go, just as the Messenger (#) did in the conquest of Makkah. 


The other stories are stories of ImGn and Kufr. Like the stories of 
Shu’ayb, Nuh, Hid, Ibrahim, Salih, Mus@ (a>! 5 4d) agale). It was Iman and 
Kufr, Tawhid and Shirk, tyrants and slaves of Allah. It wasn't a little family 
feud, or a betrayal, or oppression that someone committed against you. It’s an 
ongoing feud no Muwahhid can surrender to. No Muwahhid surrenders to 
Kufr and says “Let’s just forget it and forgive it”. And to establish that, the 
stories need to be repeated and reiterated. They were repeated because of 
the danger of Kufr and because it's horrendous, Dunya and Akhirah. Floods, 
winds, shouts, and the more severe ending in the Akhirah. With the battle of 
Kufr going on until Yawm al-Qiyamah, a Da’iyyah and follower of Tawhid, 
following in the footsteps of the Messengers, faces horrific circumstances, and 
he needs Tathbit on the path. Repetition of these stories will soothe the heart 
and keep one steadfast. The lesson from those stories is summarized in 
patience and steadfastness. Fasbir. Have patience. Like who? Like the 
Messengers. That’s why the stories are so many in the Qur'an. 
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Therefore be patient as did those of determination among the Messengers? 
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Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers before you.* 


Whatever is said to you was said to the Messengers. When someone 
says something about me, | say, “Oh, it was said about the Prophet (#)”. And 
Allah told the Prophet [#], what was said about you was said about the 
Messengers before you. 
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Verily, (many) Messengers were denied before you, but with patience they bore the 
denial, and they were hurt, till Our help reached them® 
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And be patient, and your patience will not be, but by the help of Allah.® 
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And the good end is for the pious.’ 


The bottom line is that the wisdom, | believe, in this matter, is that with 
Tawheed and Kufr — there's no “ail! aSsle Gy si Y” [No reproach on you this day]. 
“Let's forget. Forgive each other and forget Kufr and everything. Put it behind 
our back and move on.” With Iman and Kufr, it’s ongoing, constantly ongoing. 
There's no surrendering to Kufr. There's no forgiving Kufr. There's no tolerating 
Kufr. It’s, 
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and there has started between us and you, hostility and hatred forever 
until you believe in Allah alone® 
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